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Brian T. Donegan, USN

Captain Brian Donegan is the U.S. Navy fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR).

Captain Donegan has commanded the surface ships USS ESSEX (LHD 2), USS CARR (FFG 52),
and USS DEVASTATOR (MCM 6). Following nuclear propulsion and surface warfare training,
he served afloat as reactor controls assistant and reactor training assistant in USS MISSISSIPPI
(CGN 40), operations officer in USS MCINERNEY (FFG 8), reactor electrical assistant in USS
JOHN C. STENNIS (CVN 74), and engineer officer in USS ENTERPRISE (CVN 65). Between
operational assignments, he has served ashore as an instructor at the U.S. Naval Academy and as
an action officer in the operations directorate of the Joint Staff. Most recently, he served as the
expeditionary operations officer and director of synthetic training for commander, Strike Force
Training Atlantic.

He holds a BS from the U.S. Naval Academy and a master’s in mechanical engineering from the
Catholic University of America.
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