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Kay King is the vice president of the Washington program at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). 

In this position, Ms. King is part of CFR’s senior management team, overseeing its prestigious 

meetings program, which connects CFR’s distinguished membership with top national and 

international leaders and thinkers. She also directs CFR’s Congress and U.S. foreign policy program, 

which seeks to position CFR as a resource to policymakers on Capitol Hill.  

 

Kay joined the Council on Foreign Relations from the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
(CSIS), where she was the vice president for external relations, responsible for leading strategic 

communications and managing the Center’s interactions with Congress, the executive branch, the 

media, and the international policy community.  

 

Prior to joining CSIS, she served as director of congressional and public affairs at the U.S. Institute of 

Peace, president of King Strategies, and deputy assistant secretary of state for legislative affairs. Ms. 

King was also the first executive director of the Association of Professional Schools of International 

Affairs and senior legislative assistant for foreign and defense policy to Senator Joseph R. Biden Jr.  

 

King has held several positions at CFR, including work on the editorial staff of Foreign Affairs 

magazine and work as associate director of the project on European-American Relations. She is a 

CFR member and a member of Women in International Security, and she has served in several major 

roles in the Women’s Foreign Policy Group. Coauthor of two studies on international affairs 

education, King holds a bachelor’s degree from Vassar College and a master’s degree from Columbia 

University’s School of International and Public Affairs. 
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